UNRULY FAMILY
burdened by the thoughtlessness of his own brothers and sons;
and the whole family suffered much in consequence of the
publicity which was given to the sordid affairs of the Princes.
Nowadays it is the custom to blame George for his sons*
indiscretions. He is held up to ridicule on the ground that his
conception of fatherhood was ridiculously old-fashioned even
for those days; and it is stated that the ' suppressions' which
were created in the home life of the Court were responsible for
the reckless behaviour of the Princes in after life. He kept them
short of money, and denied them the right to take any prominent
part in public life. So they developed into hopeless spendthrifts,
on the one hand, and disreputable rakes, on the other.
But surely the evidence all points to the fact that George was a
remarkably good father? Whether he was always a wise one
is perhaps doubtful; but the same can be said about many fathers
even in an age which accepts vastly different standards of parental
control. He undoubtedly expected from his children the same
high standards of public and private behaviour as he himself
maintained; and when there were departures from those standards
he was perhaps not always as understanding as he might have been.
That was not his fault: it was his misfortune. George was always
naturally impatient of human frailty, because he himself had his
own passions under such powerful control; and he could not
understand why others could not do what he had done. c Suppres-
sions ' may explain, but they hardly excuse, the behaviour of the
Princes; and one could forgive them their indiscretions had they
not impishly delighted in causing their father and mother distress
and embarrassment by openly consorting with those politicians
who were bent upon humbling their King in what they said was a
defence of' the Glorious Revolution.'
children came quickly to the King and Queen. Between
August I2th, 1762, and August 7th, 1783, were born to them nine
sons and six daughters. George, the Prince of Wales, came, as
has already been noticed, in August 1762; Frederick, Duke of
York and Albany in August 1763 ; "William, Duke of Clarence
and later William IV, in August 1765; Charlotte, the Princess
Royal and later Queen of Wiirtemberg, in September 1766;
Edward, Duke of Kent, in November 1767; Augusta in Novem-
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